Repentance of Sin, Baptism and the Holy Spirit
Does the bible tell us what sin is?
The most direct and basic scriptural answer to this question is in 1 John 3:4, Everyone that commits sin also transgresses the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.
The Law of Almighty Yahweh instructs, guides and regulates our lives.  Learning what Yahweh expects of us through the study of His commandments and by the example of His Son Yahshua, is the first step toward overcoming sin and developing a life of obedience to Him.
Proverbs 7:1-2  My son, keep my words, And lay up my commandments with you.  Keep my commandments and live; And my law as the apple of your eye.
Ecclesiastes 12:13-14  Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: all has been heard: fear Elohim, and keep his commandments; for this is the whole of man.  For Elohim will bring every work into judgment, with every hidden thing, whether it is good, or whether it is evil.
Matthew 5:17-19  Think not that I came to destroy the law or the prophets: I came not to destroy, but to fulfill.  For truly I say to you, Till heaven and earth pass away, one yothe (the smallest letter of the Hebrew alphabet) or one tittle (a tiny spur or embellishment on a letter) shall in no wise pass away from the law, till all things be accomplished.  Whoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven: but whoever shall do and teach them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 19:17 ...but if you would enter into life, keep the commandments.
John 14:15 If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
John 14:21 He that has my commandments, and keeps them, he it is that loves me: and he that loves me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.
John 15:10 If you keep my commandments, you shall remain in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and remain in his love.
When Yahweh's Word is working on us through His Holy Spirit, it exposes sin in our lives, we must repent and work to change our ways to conform with His.  Yahshua died for our sins, but His sacrifice in no way excuses us from law-keeping.  Yahshua took the penalty of sin for us, and left an example that we should follow.  That example was perfect obedience to Yahweh's commandments.  Through that example each one of us has the opportunity to overcome our inclination to sin. 
1 John 1:8 to 1 John 2:4 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.  My little children, these things I write to you that you may not sin. And if any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, and Yahshua the Messiah the righteous and he is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for the whole world.  And by this we know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.  He that says, I know him, and keeps not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but whoever keeps his word, in him the love of Yahweh has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in him: he that says he remains in him ought himself also to walk even as he walked
Why do I need to be baptized?
As we embark on our study of the bible we soon come to the realization that we have sinned and fallen short of Yahweh's expectations (1 John 3:4, Rom. 3:23).  We feel sorry, ashamed and repentent.  We renounce our past sinful ways and desire to make changes in our lives to correct our relationship with our Heavenly Father.  If we are sincere in our efforts to change, Almighty Yahweh affords us an opportunity to wipe the slate clean and start anew with the process of repentance, conversion and baptism (Acts 3:19).
Isaiah 59:1-2  Behold, Yahweh's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear; but your iniquities have separated between you and your Elohim, and your sins have hid his face from you, so that he will not hear.
Mark 16:16 He that believes and is immersed shall be saved; but he that
disbelieves shall be condemned.
We see in Acts 3:19 the steps necessary toward turning over a new leaf with Yahweh.
· Repentance: To think differently,to reconsider, to be sorry, to be contrite, to feel guilt or remorse.
· Conversion: To return, or turn about or turn again.
· Baptism: To bury our past life of sin and emerge new and cleansed by immersion in water.
How should baptism be done?
Let's look at the word “Baptize” as it appears in the bible.
The Greek word “Baptizo” means to make fully wet or whelm.
The Hebrew word is “Ra^chats” meaning to bathe.
When we examine the ministry of John the Baptist we see the example of complete immersion baptism:
Matt. 3:6 ...and they were baptized in the River Jordan...
Mark 1:4-5 ...and they were immersed of him in the river Jordan...
Mark 1:9-10 And it came to pass in those days, that Yahshua came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was immersed of John in the Jordan. And straightway coming up out of the water...
Romans 6 describes baptism in Yahshua the Messiah as baptism into His death (also see Col. 2:12).  Just as Yahshua was raised from the dead, we are raised up out of a watery grave to a new life, no longer in bondage to sin.  In order to fulfill Romans 6 we must be fully immersed in water, not just sprinkled with a few drops.
Can you explain the importance of baptism in Yahshua's Name?
Our Savior's name, Yahshua, is the only name that can save us from our sins.  The meaning of Yahshua's name is “Yahweh is Salvation” (Matt. 1:21).  Yahshua is the Name that we must be baptized in. 
Acts 4:12 And in none other is there salvation: for neither is there any other name under heaven, that is given among men, in which we must be saved.
Acts 2:38 And Peter said unto them, Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Yahshua the Messiah to the remission of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Matt. 28:19-20 Go you therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, immersing them into the name of the Father (Is. 42:8, Ps. 68:4) and of the Son (John 5:43, Matt. 9:6, John 14:26) and of the Holy Spirit (John 14:26)...
Eph. 4:4-6 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as you were also called in one hope of your calling: one Master, one faith, one baptism, one El and Father of all, who is over all, and through all, and in all.
What happens after baptism?
Once we are cleansed of sin Yahweh can now give us a small portion of His character and personality to assist us in our continuing study, understanding and application of His word.  As the holy spirit is nurtured, it grows within our hearts and increases our understanding.
2 Cor. 1:21-22 Now he that establishes us with you in the Messiah, and anointed us, is Yahweh; who also sealed us, and gave us the earnest of the spirit in our hearts.
Acts 2:38 And Peter said unto them, Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Yahshua the Messiah to the remission of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Acts 19:6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them...
1Tim. 4:14 Neglect not the gift that is in you, which was given you by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery.
Am I saved because I'm baptized?
Baptism alone is not a ticket to the Kingdom of Yahweh and does not guarantee your salvation.  Yahweh's word shows us that there will be trials and temptations set before us (1 Peter 1:6-9). We must continue to keep the commandments, have faith in Yahshua the Messiah and ENDURE TO THE END in order to be saved
Matt. 10:22 And you shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endures to the end, the same shall be saved.
Rev. 2:10 Fear not the things which you are about to suffer: behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, that you may be tried; and you shall have tribulation ten days. Be faithful to death, and I will give you the crown of life.
Jacob 1:12 Blessed is the man that endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he shall receive the crown of life, which Yahweh promised to them that love him.
Psalm 119:33 Teach me, Yahweh, the way of your statutes; And I shall keep it to the end.
Psalm 119:112 I have inclined my heart to perform your statutes forever, even to the end.
In times of trouble 1 Cor. 10:13 tells us that Yahweh will not permit us to be tempted above what we are able to bear and He always provides a way of escape so we can endure it. (Also see 1 Peter 2:9, Matt. 26:41, Luke 8:13)
