Yahweh's Holy Days
NEW MOONS SET YAHWEH'S SCHEDULE
Can you explain about the New Moon and its importance in setting Yahweh's Holy Days?
Every religion seems to have its own method of determining dates for observances, some use tradition, convenience, astronomy, equinoxes etc., but what does the bible say about determining when to keep the Holy Days of Yahweh?
Genesis 1:14 And Elohim said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years.
Psalm 104:19 He appointed the moon for seasons: The sun knows his going down.
Psalm 81:3  Blow the trumpet at the new moon, At the full moon, on our feast-day. 
The Hebrew word for “season” is moed.  It means an appointment, a fixed time or season; a festival; a year; an assembly or congregation for a purpose, the place of meeting; also a signal, feast, or an appointed time.
The Hebrew word for “month” is yerach.  It means a lunation, (a term that designates the time of 29 days, 12 hours and 44 minutes, 2.8 seconds, that elapses between successive new moons), that is, month, moon.
Each scriptural month begins with the sighting of the visible New Moon crescent.
With the exception of the weekly Sabbath and Feast of Weeks observance, each of Yahweh's Holy Days begins at a set time counted from the visible sighting of the new moon.
Leviticus 23
Isaiah 66:23
The Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread are observed in the first month, the Feast of Trumpets, Fast of Atonement, Feast of Tabernacles and Last Great Day occur in the seventh month.
Yahweh's new year begins in the spring of the year with the Month of Abib, which means Green Ears, it marks the first Holy season of the year with Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 
Deuteronomy 16:1 Observe the month of Abib, and keep the passover to Yahweh your Elohim; for in the month of Abib Yahweh your Elohim brought you forth out of Egypt by night.
The passage above tells us to observe or watch for the month in which the green ears of grain make their appearance in Israel, so that we keep the Passover at the correct time.  The month of Abib begins with the sighting of the visible New Moon crescent and the witness of green ears of barley grain in the land of Israel. When we read about the plague of hail that destroyed crops and cattle in Exodus 9, we see that barley was the crop that was in the “ear stage” of growth during the month Yahweh brought the Children of Israel out of Egypt.
Exodus 9:31:-32 And the flax and the barley were destroyed: for the barley was in the ear, and the flax was in bloom. But the wheat and the spelt were not destroyed: for they have not grown up.
PASSOVER
When is the Passover and how is it observed?
The Passover Memorial Service is observed on the 14th Day of the first month (the month of Abib) at sundown (Lev. 23:32).
Lev. 23:5
Exod. 12:2-14
It is at this time that we observe a somber communion service that includes foot-washing according to Yahshua's example in John 13:1-17.  This is followed by the commemoration of the suffering and death of Yahshua our Savior (John 19) the service includes unleavened bread and grape juice as the symbols of Yahshua's body and the blood He shed for our sins.
1Cor. 11:24-26
Luke 22:19-20
John 13:1-17
It is also a time when we review the story of the first Passover when the Children of Israel were spared in the death of the first born and released from Egyptian bondage.
Exod. 12
Passover Day is not a High Sabbath of strict rest, but a day of preparation (Luke 23:54) both spiritually and physically.  Spiritually it is the culmination of an ongoing process to remove the bitter leaven of hypocrisy, arrogance and false teaching (Luke 12:1) from our lives and to return to the pure, sweet, unleavened truth of Yahweh's Word (1Cor. 5:6-8).  With Yahshua as our Passover lamb, the example He left for us to follow, and the help of Yahweh's Holy Spirit, we can overcome as He did.  These spiritual lessons are in the forefront of our minds as we follow the physical commandments of keeping the Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread.
When Passover evening arrives we literally stop consuming leaven of any kind according to Exod. 12:18.  We are commanded to rid our borders of anything leavened (Deut. 16:4).
FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD
How do I observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread?
The Feast of Unleavened Bread is observed from the 15th day to the 21st day of the first month (Abib)  at sundown.  It follows the Passover
Lev. 23:6-7
Exod. 13:3-10
The first day and the last day of the Feast are Holy Convocations.  No servile work is done, it is a High Sabbath.
Lev. 23:7-8
Exod. 12:16
Not only are we commanded to eat nothing leavened during the 7 day feast, but we must eat unleavened bread during the feast.  Also at this time there should be no leaven in our borders.
Exod. 12:15-19
Exod. 13:6-7
While you’re making your physical home free of leaven, don’t forget the spiritual meaning of these preparations.  During the Feast of Unleavened Bread we focus on feasting upon the bread of life.  The bitter leaven of hypocrisy, arrogance and false teaching is removed (Luke 12:1) and we are fed by the pure, sweet, unleavened truth of Yahweh's Word (1Cor. 5:6-8).
THE FEAST OF WEEKS (Shavuoth or Pentecost)
The Feast of Weeks is the only Holy observance that is not counted from a New Moon day.  Can you explain how the days are counted to the Feast of Weeks?
Once again in our study of keeping Holy Days it is important to note that scriptural days begin at sundown.  Yahweh's Word instructs us how to begin counting the days to the Feast of Weeks observance.  The journeying of the Children of Israel from Egypt to Sinai corresponds with what we find in those instructions.  Yahshua's fulfillment of the first fruits of the human resurrection also confirms Yahweh's word regarding our count to the Feast of Weeks.
Lev. 23:9-16
There is only one weekly Sabbath day that occurs during the 7 day Feast of Unleavened bread.  It is on the day following that Sabbath that ancient Israel was commanded to bring the grain sheaf of the first-fruits of the harvest to the priest (Lev. 23:11).  The priest then waved the sheaf of grain before Yahweh as an offering.  The new grain harvest could not be eaten until the Wave Sheaf offering was made and accepted by Almighty Yahweh.  It was on that same day, the day following the Sabbath, that the count toward the Feast of Weeks begins (Lev. 23:15).
Exod. 19
After departing Egypt the Children of Israel arrived at Mount Sinai and prepared to hear the Word of Yahweh.  On the 50th day they entered into a covenant with Almighty Yahweh to obey all that they heard.  The time-line of the events of Exodus 19 is in accordance with the count to the Feast of Weeks in Lev. 23:9-16.  The events of the first Passover occurred on the same day of the week that Yahshua the Messiah was impaled. 
1Cor. 15:20-23
Jacob 1:18
Rev 14:4
Yahshua was the First Fruits of the resurrection of the dead, a fulfillment of the Wave Sheaf offering.
To fully understand the counting of days to the Feast of Weeks observance we need to examine both the journey of ancient Israel and the timing of Yahshua's death and resurrection as it took place.
Daniel 9:27  Yahshua's death was prophesied to occur in the middle of the week, and it did; just before sundown on the fourth day of the week (commonly referred to as Wednesday).
Matt. 12:38-40  Yahshua tells us He will be in the heart of the earth for three days and three nights.
The following is the time-line of Yahshua's death and resurrection as it took place:
The fourth day of the week (Wednesday).
Yahshua dies. There was an urgency the afternoon of the fourth day to get Yahshua's body in the tomb before sunset when the First High Day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread would begin.  Minimal embalming efforts were made to the body and a nearby tomb was used because the time of the High Day was drawing near.  Mark 15:42-46, Luke 23:54-56, John 19:38-42.
The fifth day of the week (Thursday).  YAHSHUA LAY IN THE TOMB
From sundown Wednesday to sundown Thursday is the first Holy Day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  It is a High Sabbath.  No embalming work would be done on the Sabbath.
The sixth day of the week (Friday).  YAHSHUA LAY IN THE TOMB
From sundown Thursday to sundown Friday was the second day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread and the preparation day for the weekly Sabbath.  It would have been a good time for Miriam Magdalene to return to the sepulchre to finish the embalming of Yahshua, however, a guard had been posted at the tomb and no one was allowed access to the body. Matt. 27:62-66
The seventh day of the week (Saturday). YAHSHUA LAY IN THE TOMB
From sundown Friday to sundown Saturday is the weekly Sabbath.  No work would be done on the body of Yahshua on this day.
The first day of the week (Sunday)
Mark 16:1-2, John 20:1  Miriam Magdalene and others came to the tomb to complete the embalming of Yahshua and find it empty.
John 20:15-17  In her desperate search for Yahshua's body, Miriam spoke to Yahshua but didn't know it was Him.  She thought he was the gardener.  Yahshua speaks to her and she recognizes Him.  He then tells her not to touch him because he has not yet ascended to the Father.  These passages of scripture indicate that Yahshua was carrying the Wave Sheaf of grain and was mistaken for the gardener and that he had not yet ascended into heaven to offer himself as the First of the First Fruits to Almighty Yahweh to fulfill this offering.  1Cor. 15:20-23, Jacob 1:18, Rev 14:4
It is from the day that the Wave Sheaf was offered that we begin our count toward the Feast of Weeks.
Lev. 23:15-16  We see from the Law of Yahweh that the count toward the Feast of Weeks observance begins on the first day of the week (sundown Saturday to sundown Sunday) following the Sabbath that falls during the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  We count seven weeks of seven Sabbaths to the 49th day, which is the weekly Sabbath.  The 50th day is the Feast day.  This is confirmed by Yahshua the Messiah who personified the Law as the First of the First Fruits of the resurrection.  He emerged from the tomb following the Sabbath at sundown (Saturday night) to present himself to Almighty Yahweh along with the Wave Sheaf offering.
Lev. 23:15-16  And you shall count from the day after the sabbath, from the day that you brought the sheaf of the wave-offering; seven sabbaths shall there be complete:  Even to the day after the seventh sabbath shall you number fifty days; and you shall offer a new meal-offering to Yahweh.
Is the Feast of Weeks always a double-Sabbath?
Yes.  Proper counting puts the Feast of Weeks (Shavuoth) on the First Day of the Week.  The Seventh Day of the Week is the weekly Sabbath.  It's called a “double Sabbath”.  All of the laws for the keeping of Yahweh's sanctified Holy Days apply.  We prepare enough food ahead of time to last two days in stead of one and make arrangements ahead of time so that nothing is done that would compromise the sanctity of the Feast.
What events took place on the Feast of Weeks in ancient and Apostolic times?
The Feast of Weeks observance commemorates two significant events.
· Israel's ratification of the Law of Yahweh at Mount Sinai, Exod. 19.
· The outpouring of Yahweh's Holy Spirit on the Apostolic Assembly, Acts 2.
How is the Feast of Weeks observed today?
The commandment to keep the The Feast of Weeks is found in Lev. 23:16-21 and Exod. 34:22.
It is observed as a two day Holy Convocation (Lev. 23:17-21) commemorating both Israel's ratification of the covenant at Mount Sinai, Exod. 19, and The outpouring of Yahweh's Holy Spirit on the Apostolic Assembly, Acts 2.  The day is spent in rest (Lev. 23:21), worship by expounding on Yahweh's word and offering songs (Hos. 14:2 and Heb. 13:15)  in praise to Almighty Yahweh.  We are also commanded to bring an offering to Almighty Yahweh (Exod. 34:23 and Deut. 16:16-17)
FEAST OF TRUMPETS
Can you explain the Feast of Trumpets and when it is observed?
Lev. 23:24-25
We are commanded to observe the Feast of Trumpets on the first day of the seventh month.  It is a solemn rest, a holy convocation and a memorial of blowing of trumpets.  It is the only one, of Yahweh's Holy Days that falls on a New Moon day.
1 Thess. 4:16-18, 1 Cor. 15:51-52
At the end of the age of man it will be a trumpet call that will announce the return of Yahshua the Messiah to establish Yahweh's Kingdom here on earth.  We receive a foretaste of that joyous event each time we keep Yahweh's Feast of Trumpets.
Num. 10:1-10
Yahweh commanded the trumpet call as a means to rally men to action.  The various signals call Yahweh's people together for His holy convocations (Exod. 19:13), it tells them when to move, when to go into battle, when to take warning.  It ushers in judgement (Rev. 8 and 9) and proclaims liberty (Lev. 25:9).  The voice of Yahweh is described as a trumpet (Rev. 1:10 and 4:1).  Do we head and obey His call to come out of confusion and keep His commandments?
DAY OF ATONEMENT
Should I fast on the Day of Atonement?
The Day of Atonement is observed by rest, worship and refraining from work as other Holy Days, however on the Day of Atonement we are commanded to afflict our souls through fasting (Ps. 35:13, Ps. 69:10, Jacob 4:9).  The fast begins at sundown and continues until sundown (Lev. 23:32).
Lev. 23:27-32
The Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) is observed on the tenth day of the 7th month. It is a special High Day, the only day the High Priest could enter into the Holy of Holies, that section of the temple, and tabernacle where Yahweh's own glory was present.  This was the area, sectioned off with a thick curtain, where the Ark of the Covenant was placed (Exod. 26:31-34 and 40:21).  The ark held the tablets of Yahweh's Law, Aaron's rod that budded as the symbol of Yahweh's authority (Num. 17:10), and the Manna reminding us that Yahweh will provide our spiritual and physical sustenance if we are obedient and faithful to Him (Heb. 9:4).
Heb. 9:3-12
At the time of Yahshua's death, the curtain separating the Holy of Holies area was torn in half (Matt. 27:5, Mark 15:38, Luke 23:45) as a witness that now Yahshua's shed blood has fully atoned for our sins and He has become the intermediary between Yahweh the Father and mankind.  We observe the Day of Atonement remembering the sacrifice of Yahshua the Messiah for our salvation.
FEAST OF TABERNACLES
How is the Feast of Tabernacles observed?
Lev. 23:34-43
Deut. 16:13-16
The Feast of Tabernacles is observed for seven days beginning on the 15th day of the 7th scriptural month.  It is a Holy Convocation.  The first day of the Feast and the Last Great Day of the Feast (the 8th day) are High Holy Days, no servile work is to be done and we are to rest and worship Almighty Yahweh.  We are commanded to bring an offering to Yahweh at this time (Deut. 16:16).  During the Feast of Tabernacles we are commanded to dwell in booths (The Hebrew word is Sukkah meaning a hut, lair, booth, cottage, covert, pavilion, tabernacle or tent) as Isreal did when they came out of Egyptian bondage.  Neh. 8:14-17, Ezra 3:4 and John 7:2-39 describe a few of the annual Feast of Tabernacles observances in the bible.
The Feast of Tabernacles intends to show us what Yahweh's Kingdom will be like after Yahshua returns to claim His bride.  It will be a time when all eyes will be toward Yahweh, with His people dwelling together and serving Him in complete harmony (Zech. 14:16-19).  Like the Sukkah we reside in during the Feast, Yahweh wants us to understand that our individual lives here on earth are only temporary and that He has promised a better, eternal existence in the future (Heb. 11:9 and 13).  As the word that became flesh, Yahshua the Messiah showed us that this was indeed Yahweh's will (John 1:14 – the word “dwelt” in this passage means tent, encamp or tabernacle and signifies a temporary or short term existence).  Yahshua was able to overcome sin, even in the face of a horrific death, to show that none of the glory and materialism attached to this world can compare with the reward Yahweh wants to give His obedient and faithful children.  Yahshua remained faithful until the end of His temporary human life to inherit eternal life from the Father (Rev. 2:10).  Yahshua the Messiah observed the Feast of Tabernacles (John 7:2-39) and He is our example in all things (1 Pet. 2:21).
