THE FEAST OF WEEKS (Shavuoth or Pentecost)
The Feast of Weeks is the only Holy observance that is not counted from a New Moon day.  Can you explain how the days are counted to the Feast of Weeks?
Once again in our study of keeping Holy Days it is important to note that scriptural days begin at sundown.  Yahweh's Word instructs us how to begin counting the days to the Feast of Weeks observance.  The journeying of the Children of Israel from Egypt to Sinai corresponds with what we find in those instructions.  Yahshua's fulfillment of the first fruits of the human resurrection also confirms Yahweh's word regarding our count to the Feast of Weeks.
Lev. 23:9-16
There is only one weekly Sabbath day that occurs during the 7 day Feast of Unleavened bread.  It is on the day following that Sabbath that ancient Israel was commanded to bring the grain sheaf of the first-fruits of the harvest to the priest (Lev. 23:11).  The priest then waved the sheaf of grain before Yahweh as an offering.  The new grain harvest could not be eaten until the Wave Sheaf offering was made and accepted by Almighty Yahweh.  It was on that same day, the day following the Sabbath, that the count toward the Feast of Weeks begins (Lev. 23:15).
Exod. 19
After departing Egypt the Children of Israel arrived at Mount Sinai and prepared to hear the Word of Yahweh.  On the 50th day they entered into a covenant with Almighty Yahweh to obey all that they heard.  The time-line of the events of Exodus 19 is in accordance with the count to the Feast of Weeks in Lev. 23:9-16.  The events of the first Passover occurred on the same day of the week that Yahshua the Messiah was impaled. 
1Cor. 15:20-23
Jacob 1:18
Rev 14:4
Yahshua was the First Fruits of the resurrection of the dead, a fulfillment of the Wave Sheaf offering.
To fully understand the counting of days to the Feast of Weeks observance we need to examine both the journey of ancient Israel and the timing of Yahshua's death and resurrection as it took place.
Daniel 9:27  Yahshua's death was prophesied to occur in the middle of the week, and it did; just before sundown on the fourth day of the week (commonly referred to as Wednesday).
Matt. 12:38-40  Yahshua tells us He will be in the heart of the earth for three days and three nights.
The following is the time-line of Yahshua's death and resurrection as it took place:
The fourth day of the week (Wednesday).
Yahshua dies. There was an urgency the afternoon of the fourth day to get Yahshua's body in the tomb before sunset when the First High Day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread would begin.  Minimal embalming efforts were made to the body and a nearby tomb was used because the time of the High Day was drawing near.  Mark 15:42-46, Luke 23:54-56, John 19:38-42.
The fifth day of the week (Thursday).  YAHSHUA LAY IN THE TOMB
From sundown Wednesday to sundown Thursday is the first Holy Day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  It is a High Sabbath.  No embalming work would be done on the Sabbath.
The sixth day of the week (Friday).  YAHSHUA LAY IN THE TOMB
From sundown Thursday to sundown Friday was the second day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread and the preparation day for the weekly Sabbath.  It would have been a good time for Miriam Magdalene to return to the sepulchre to finish the embalming of Yahshua, however, a guard had been posted at the tomb and no one was allowed access to the body. Matt. 27:62-66
The seventh day of the week (Saturday). YAHSHUA LAY IN THE TOMB
From sundown Friday to sundown Saturday is the weekly Sabbath.  No work would be done on the body of Yahshua on this day.
The first day of the week (Sunday)
Mark 16:1-2, John 20:1  Miriam Magdalene and others came to the tomb to complete the embalming of Yahshua and find it empty.
John 20:15-17  In her desperate search for Yahshua's body, Miriam spoke to Yahshua but didn't know it was Him.  She thought he was the gardener.  Yahshua speaks to her and she recognizes Him.  He then tells her not to touch him because he has not yet ascended to the Father.  These passages of scripture indicate that Yahshua was carrying the Wave Sheaf of grain and was mistaken for the gardener and that he had not yet ascended into heaven to offer himself as the First of the First Fruits to Almighty Yahweh to fulfill this offering.  1Cor. 15:20-23, Jacob 1:18, Rev 14:4
It is from the day that the Wave Sheaf was offered that we begin our count toward the Feast of Weeks.
Lev. 23:15-16  We see from the Law of Yahweh that the count toward the Feast of Weeks observance begins on the first day of the week (sundown Saturday to sundown Sunday) following the Sabbath that falls during the Feast of Unleavened Bread.  We count seven weeks of seven Sabbaths to the 49th day, which is the weekly Sabbath.  The 50th day is the Feast day.  This is confirmed by Yahshua the Messiah who personified the Law as the First of the First Fruits of the resurrection.  He emerged from the tomb following the Sabbath at sundown (Saturday night) to present himself to Almighty Yahweh along with the Wave Sheaf offering.
Lev. 23:15-16  And you shall count from the day after the sabbath, from the day that you brought the sheaf of the wave-offering; seven sabbaths shall there be complete:  Even to the day after the seventh sabbath shall you number fifty days; and you shall offer a new meal-offering to Yahweh.
Is the Feast of Weeks always a double-Sabbath?
Yes.  Proper counting puts the Feast of Weeks (Shavuoth) on the First Day of the Week.  The Seventh Day of the Week is the weekly Sabbath.  It's called a “double Sabbath”.  All of the laws for the keeping of Yahweh's sanctified Holy Days apply.  We prepare enough food ahead of time to last two days in stead of one and make arrangements ahead of time so that nothing is done that would compromise the sanctity of the Feast.
What events took place on the Feast of Weeks in ancient and Apostolic times?
The Feast of Weeks observance commemorates two significant events.
· Israel's ratification of the Law of Yahweh at Mount Sinai, Exod. 19.
· The outpouring of Yahweh's Holy Spirit on the Apostolic Assembly, Acts 2.
How is the Feast of Weeks observed today?
The commandment to keep the The Feast of Weeks is found in Lev. 23:16-21 and Exod. 34:22.
It is observed as a two day Holy Convocation (Lev. 23:17-21) commemorating both Israel's ratification of the covenant at Mount Sinai, Exod. 19, and The outpouring of Yahweh's Holy Spirit on the Apostolic Assembly, Acts 2.  The day is spent in rest (Lev. 23:21), worship by expounding on Yahweh's word and offering songs (Hos. 14:2 and Heb. 13:15)  in praise to Almighty Yahweh.  We are also commanded to bring an offering to Almighty Yahweh (Exod. 34:23 and Deut. 16:16-17)
