Popular Practices in Religion and Society
What does the bible say about celebrating birthdays?
There are three places in the bible that tell us of birthday celebrations, each of these incidents resulted in a violent death.  Gen. 40:20-22, Job 1:5,13,18,19, Mark 6:21-28
The origins of birthday celebrations are rooted in witchcraft, Greek mythology and superstition.  The observance is similar among all the idolatrous cultures.  The various pagan spirits of a given culture are said to hover around a person on their birthday.  To increase the good spirits and keep the bad away a person is instructed to perform certain rituals to keep as happy as possible.  Greeting a person with “Happy Birthday”, holding a feast, receiving presents, lighting candles etc. are all practices designed to increase the “good spirits”.
The word “Happy” appears in the bible dozens of times, and both the Hebrew and Greek words for happy mean “Blessed”.  Deut. 28 lists all the blessings Yahweh will bestow on us if we obey His voice and commandments, also listed are the curses if we don't.
In Lev. 23 we find the Feasts that Yahweh has ordained for man to keep.  Personal birthday celebrations are not among these.   In the Matthew 2 and Luke 2 we find a description of the birth of Yahshua the Messiah, but never are we told to celebrate His birthday.  Ecc. 7:1-4 says the day of one's death is better than the day of one's birth; and in the case of Yahshua's sacrifice this is most definitely true, as we are commanded to commemorate his death each year at Passover.  We are never commanded to celebrate His birth.
What about Christmas?
Christmas is not among the set Feasts that Yahweh has commanded His people to observe (Lev. 23).  Many of the celebratory practices engaged in, during this season of man, are rooted in idolatry and stem from the sun worship of the winter solstice and the saturnalia and bacchanalia celebrations of ancient Rome.  
Jer. 10:1-5 ...Thus says Yahweh, Learn not the way of the nations, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; for the nations are dismayed at them.  For the customs of the peoples are vanity; for one cuts a tree out of the forest, the work of the hands of the workman with the ax.  They deck it with silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with hammers, that it moves not.  They are like a palm tree, of turned work, and speak not: they must necessarily be borne, because they cannot go. Be not afraid of them; for they cannot do evil, neither is it in them to do good.
Luke 1 contains an important time line that establishes the birth of Yahshua the Messiah as being in the Fall of the Year during the Feast of Tabernacles observance, not in winter.  Yahshua, His earthly family, the Apostles including Paul all observed the Feast Days of Lev. 23 (Luke 2:41, Matt. 27:17-30, John 7, Acts 2, Acts 20:16, 1 Cor. 16:8, Acts 18:21, 1 Cor. 5:8).  Nowhere are we told to esteem Yahshua's birthday or that of anyone's.
What about secular holidays, like  New Years and Valentines Day, Easter and Halloween?
New Years Day
The January 1 New Years Day was proclaimed by Julius Ceasar in 46 B.C.E after he determined that the Roman idol Janus, with two faces (one looking forward and one looking backward), would make a suitable g-d for the division between the old and new year.  Almighty Yahweh tells us in His word that the first month of the year is in the springtime, the same time Israel departed from Egypt (Deut. 16:1, Exodus 12, Lev. 23:5).  This first month must be established as Yahweh commands in order to set the correct dates for Yahweh's feasts.  Why would we even consider replacing Yahweh's New Year with one that is not commanded in the scriptures, comes in the wrong season, honors a pagan idol and is celebrated with excessive alcohol consumption.
Valentine's Day
St. Valentine's Day is not among the Feasts Yahweh has commanded His people to observe.   The day was not associated with the pursuit of romance until the 1300s, although, an ancient Roman fertility festival called Lupercalia, held in February has close similarities.  In any case, the symbolism associated with Valentine's Day is linked to idolatrous imagery.  Cupid and the heart symbol are associated with ancient Babylon and the worship of Nimrod.  2 Cor. 6:16-18.  In Gen. 10:8-10 we find that Nimrod was in opposition of Yahweh, making himself a mighty one and gathering men to himself.  His kingdom was Babel (Gen. 11:1-9)
Easter
Almighty Yahweh commanded the Passover to be observed forever (Lev. 23:5).  Yahshua the Messiah showed us by His example how to keep the Passover after His death (Matt. 26:17-30, Mark 14:12-26, Luke 22:7-20, 1 Cor. 11:24-26).  The popular “Easter” celebration has roots in ancient  fertility and sun worship.  Eggs and rabbits are idolatrous symbols associated with fertility.  Worshiping at sunrise is a custom of pagan sun worship, it is described in Ezek. 8:9-18 as an abomination to Yahweh.  Jer. 7:18 talks about another tradition of this man-made custom, the baking of hot cross buns. The “Queen of Heaven” mentioned in the passage is an Astarte (Ashtaroth), the wife of Baal. 1 Kings 11:4-6 lists Ashtaroth as one of the abominable idols King Solomon was guilty of serving.  If we are truly seeking to obey Yahweh we must remove all pagan, idolatrous traditions from His worship (Matt. 6:24).
Halloween
Rooted in the occult and worship of the dead, this tradition of man stems from the ancient Celts and Druids and their superstitious customs to appease their sun deity and keep evil spirits away.  Yahweh is very specific which Holy observances we are to keep (Lev. 23), Halloween IS NOT one of them.  These traditions are described in Deut. 18:10-12 as things we should NOT engage in.  The word “necromancer” in verse 11 means one who makes inquiry of the dead.  We seek after a living faith, a living word and a living Messiah in whose name, Yahshua, we are baptized to newness of life.  Why would we want to observe a day dedicated to death, darkness and evil.
